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ts B* calculations from the regifiers of burials 
in the parifh churches of Newcaftleand 
Gatefoead, and an accurate account kept at the 
Ballaft Hills, it appeared, that, in the» year 
1785, during which time the Small Pox raged 
with uncommon violence, about Vhree Hundred 
poor children were carried off by this defructiue 
deflemper.’ The burials that year amounted ta 
1406 ;—they exceeded the chrifiening} 288; and 
| the excels of funerals amounted.to 307. Thefe 
fads are more painfully interefting, whew it is 
confidtered, that, by human means, \fo great a 
| mortality might have been prevented. 


| With a view, therefore, to prevent. the 
| futality of this difeafe, and to raifé a fund to 
enable the moft indigent parents to fupport their 
childven during inoculation, the Governors of the 
. Difpenfary, in the beginning of the year 1786, 
publifeed a Plan for the promoting General 
Inoculation, at ftated Periods, which had 
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previoufly met with the approbation of the 
culty 7 und in the execution was prom! ed then 
gratuitous attendance. 


Si The*plan fot general inocttlation appearing 
pratticable, and having fo obvioufly no oth Y 
motive but the public good, it was immediatel 
honoured with the patronage of the Corporatio 
of Neaveaffle, the Clergy, and many other peta 
fons of public JSpirit,.and benevolence. A fu 
adequate Tqevery contin gent experice was inflant ] 
raifed »:an\\addrefsy Jetting forth the benewol 
intentions of this department of the Difpenfary 
avas générally cirtulated among ft the.poor inha 
bitants sand -a,committee_for managing the bule 
nefs was ele&ed *2? 


2, defiratl 
of contributing bis foare towards, removing th 
common prejudices, again? this falutary practic 
publifhed in the feveral Newcaftle Papery 
( April 6,9 1.786.) <a~Dialogue.on Troculatid 
between a Clergyman and his Parifbioners, ant 
in the Autumn following, previous to the fecont 
‘General Inoculition, enlarged the Dialogue into | 


: Report of the Inoculation-Committee, March 
VATS 7 oy 


Sermon; 
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Sermon ; which fame perfons, to whofe favourable 
judgment in other refpecis he has been under re- 
peated obligations, perfuaded: him might: be: pub- 
lifhed with advantage on the next occafion of this 
kind. ‘This be bas now done, invas. cheap a 


| form as: poffible, and heartily wifbes it fuccefs. 


‘°Lhe medical reader will perbaps find out. that 
he has perufed the. writings of Dr. Kirkpatrick 
and Dr. Lettfom on this fubjett. He could have 
wifbed to have met with the aifcourfe of a Bifhop 
of Worcefter referred to by the former, but has 
not been able to procure it. He muft alfo. ac- 
knowledge ‘himfelf. much indebted to the conver- 

Jfation of bis excellent and honoured friend, Dr. 
| “Rotheram, whofe death he mujft be.allowed to 
lamentias a particilar lofs to himjelf, aswell as 
to his family and the public in general, 
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Abfirad of the Plan for General Inoculation 


1. Inoculation willbe performed eve 
Spring and Autumn, and the time ma 
publicly known when it fhall commence. | 

2.The patients will be inoculated at the; 
own-habitations ;. will. be fupplied with mé 
dicines. gratis from the Difpentary ; and gra 
tuities given to the moft indigent parents. 

3. Newcaftle and Gatefhead,;  aftera fu 
facient number has offered for inoculation, 
will be divided into proper diftricts for th 
attendance of the Surgeons; and the Phyfi 
cians will give their affiltance when required 

4- Annual fubfcribers of one guinea wi 
be entitled to recommend four patients wit 
gratuities, and an unlimited number without 
gratuities. 

5- Such charitable perfons as may chuf 
to give private afliftance to their indigen' 
neighbours; or are at the pains of removing 
their prejudices to inoculation, may, even 
although they do not become fubicribers, 
recommend any number of patients. 

6. Fifteen governors of the Difpenfary, toe 
gether, with an equal number of fubfcribers 
to the inoculating department, diftribute the. 
gratuities and tranfact other bufinefs. And 
thefe, together with the medical Gentlemen, 
conttitute the Conittee for promoting General 
Inoculation. * Deun 


a in 


Soke 
DEUT: XXxXi. 12. 


Gaither the people together, men and women and 
children, and ithe. ranger that is within 
thy gates, that they may hear, and that they 
may learns 


T is a-very common, but, .at the fame 

time, a yery juit obfervation, both of 
ancient.and, modern times, that there is an 
intimate conneétion among the fciences and 
arts; that the knowledge of one facilitates 
the acquifition of the. reft, and the difficul- 
ties which,are found in this receive their 
folution from the well known principles of 
fome other. This obfervation concerning 
the fubjeéts of the intelleQual faculties of 
the mind may be applied with equal pro- 
priety to its emotions and pafions.. ‘The 
{ame relation which fubfifts amon the arts 
is found to operate with equal. force, and 
with at leaft. equal. advantage among the 
charities, the man who has felt the diftrefles, 


and xelieyed the wants of his indigent fellow 
creatures | 
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creatures in one way, becomes by that ex 
tion more ablé to difcern, mo6re fenfible 
feel, and more ready to relieve, their wail 
and diftrefies in every way. By bringi 
forth the benevdlent principle i into aétioni 
any inftance or degree we become acquaint 
with the circumftances of the unhappy obje 
of it in other réefpeéts;_ at the fame time th 
we relreve them from ficknefs or famir 
we “difcover, perhaps, fome traétable a 
goad dilpofition which withes for improv 


-ment, fome brilliant “and invertive geni 


which it will-be a credit to bring to light; 
“pethaps ‘we-find;too frequently, the mo 


“wfetched ignorance and ftupic lity; fill fu 


ther debafed’ by deplorable folly and vice} 
we have then a fair opportunity; ‘by ferio 
admonition ‘ and réproofy ° todo" fomethin 
towards eradicating the one,’ and by’ caref 
initruCtion (of the younger branches ‘mor 


“efpecially) in’ the principles of virtue an 


religion, to raife them above'the other: 


T was ded to this obfervation I by refledtin 
upon the opportr inity, of which I this ‘da 
propote to avail myfelf, of addrefling to 7 
umber of poor people a feriow 
pon a‘very important fubjedt 


— 


exhortation u 


( o ) 
—-I have taken .frequent opportunities ..of 
leading your attention; to;the benefits which 
are. likely to refult.from the inftitution -of, 
Sunday Schools: I-haye been at. fome pains, 
to {Hew you that! they may, be of; great ad- 
vantage in, inftilling-into the minds of! the 
younger poor a little ufeful knowledge, with- 
out any danger of rendering them unfit for 
their proper ftations in life, by taking them. 
off from their work upon the week-days3 that 
they tend to, make. the. Lord’s.,day,,,more. 
decent and comfortable to thofe who are in- 
clined to fpend it properly, by clearing our 
ftreets of one of its,:greateft nufances;, and. 
that. they are,-ajijmeans. of ) teaching , thefe 
nufances themfelves the fuperior. value. of 
cleanlinefs, regularity, and order, to riot, 
filth and debauchery,:—I am, now going to 
exhibit to you another advantage which re- 
fults from them, by fhewing you an.example 
of making them fubfervient to ‘the excellent 
purpofe of adminiftering to, the fuccefs of 
other ufeful. and! important charities... By 
inftru@ting the children, we, obtain fome 
acquaintance with the parents;,we feem to 
acquire a kind of right to admonifh and per- 
fuade them in mattersofimportance, and may 
expeét that they will pay a particular atten- 
tion 
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tion to the ‘advice which we may offer the 
Ft-is upon this principle that I have takeq 
the liberty to gather together thefe /rangery 
within our gates, in order that they may hea 
and learn{ome things, which may contributé 
much to their prefent peace and future feli 
city, and by which the ftate’ itfelf may reap 
the moft folid and durable advantages, in the 
prefervation of the lives of multitudes who 
may hereafter rife up to be ufeful and valu 
able members of fociety—And I truft that 
my fated-hearers will excufe me, if, addref 
» fing. myfelf to the poor, I defcend to 4 
plainnefs and familiarity | of language, ‘in 
which Ido’ not ufwally “allow myfelf from 
this place. 


“My Chrifiian Friends, 


. ‘Though’ I fuppofe it will be needlefs to 
inform you-that the Phyficians and Surgeons 
in this town have juft offered to repeat the 
general ‘inoculation, which they performed 
fo fuccefsfully in the fpring, yct lett any of] 
you thould be ignorant of the benefit-which. 
18 intended you, Iwill read you their Ad- 


drefs to the inhabitant f Newcait 
po henip $8 of Newcaftle and 


An | 





( a ) 


dn AD DRESS ix 


To th POOR INHABITANTS of 
Newcaftle and Gatefbead. 


By calculations from the regifters of burials, 
in the parifbes of Newcafle and Gatefbead, and 
from an accurate account kept at the Ballaft 
Hills, it appears, that in the year 1785, during 
which time the Small Pox. raged with great 
§ violence, about three hundred poor children 
were carried of by this deftructive diftemper, 
| Zhis mortality ought. to affe? every humane 
heart. more Jenfibly when itis confidered, that 
it might have been prevented, in a great mea- 
Sure, by inoculation. 


| Having, by this pradice, preferved the lives 
of our own children, we judged it our duty to 
offer a. free inoculation to the children of the 
poor. Laff fpring two hundred and eight 
children were inoculated, every one of whom 
aot only recovered, but ‘had the difeafe in the 
moft favourable way. An event fo proviilen- 
| Zially fuccefiful, and fo, well known, muff. con- 


vince every unprejudiced perfon of the fafety ce 
206 
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the prattice; and ought to induce every part 
who has a. proper Fegatd for'the lives and heal 
of his children, to accept of inoculation. 

From motives of humanity alone, we agg 
make you the offer: of a free inoculation ; @ 
we hope that you will not allow ill-founth 
prejudices. to prevent your accepting of the om 
means of preferving the lives cf many” of ya 
children: Confider, ya now have it iv yo 
powertosive your childrenia mild difeafe, alni 
without °pdin oridangeri Uf you negle th 
opportunity, you inuf? expe they awill foon be d 
tacked’ with a moft painful and darigéro 
diftemper, in the viatural way, ‘avbich vill m 
only tarty off sreat numbers, but whieh al 
too frequently, leaves behind it lamenefiy blink 
nefs; and other dreadful confequences, 











RefleBing that the labour of fome poor peopl 
#8 fo neceJary\ to\ the fipport of thei famile 
that they may not haveitin.thewr power, witho 
Jome charitable means of fubjiftence, te accept of th 
humane offer ‘made theni,—16 affe® perfons i 
Such citcumftances, wwe promife ‘the following 
gratuities: For one child inoculated, 4s foo 
as the infection’ takes place, five foillings 
for’ two’ children, ity one family, /even /pit- 
lings; for three, in one family, nine frillings) 


fo 
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for four and upwards, in one family, | ten 
B fillings. a 
But' foould indifpofition; prejudice, or any 
other caufe, prevent any of you from accepting 
the benefit now offered, we warn you to avoid 
I the danger of catching the diflemper from inocu= 
A lated patients, qwhich may be eafily done by ob- 
 ferving the following pmple direétions : Suffer 
nore of your family to enter an infeétious hotfe ; 
nor any perfon or things from an. infectious 
A house, to approach near to thofe of your family, 

@ who are liable to the infection. "i 


The copy of this Addrefs which ‘received 
4 was accompanied by a letter fiom the Com+ 
mittee, which alfo 1 will'read to you. * 


Difpenfar yy OBs: Ay 0786. 


SIR; 


Inoculation being fo evidently calculated ‘to 
lefen hyman mifery, and to preferve the lives 
of mankind, every undertaking to extend its 
ufe naturally claims the patronage of the Clergy: 


The Committee for promoting general inocit- 
A lation, Rave, therefore, taken the liberty’ of 
‘ B i 


tran/- 
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tranfmitting you the inclfed Addrefs, requefi 
you will afift their endeavours, by remo 
vulgar prejudices, and .by recommending 
falutary a-practice to. the poor inhabitants unit 
your care. 


By. Order of the Committee, 
R. DOUBLEDAY, Secs 


Having been thus publicly called upont 
difcharge fo efleritial a part of my office as th 
combating of crror, and the promoting ever] 
fcheme of utility and benevolence; truftin 
too that my heart does not deceive me in th 
perfuafion: that I am a well-wither to d 
mankind, and that it would be a real hapy 
nefs to me to be inftrumental to the healll 
or profperity of any of my fellow creatures 
I cannot but look upon it as my duty 
comply with this requeft, and to ‘urge youl 
acceptance of the offer which is made yol 
by every argument I can collect 


The Faculty have informed you in thei 


yi : Bee 
Paper, of the great fuccefs of their laft un 


ens they alfo fuggeft to you ont 
co dyar F : 
een 2 able advantage of the method-0 
Moculation, . viz. that it puts it into you 

powe 
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power to communicate a mild difeafe, attend- 
ed with litfle pain or danger, inftead of a 
violent one, accompanied with great danger 
and dreadful confequences; and they have 
obviated, in a very extraordinary manner *, 
the objections which might arife from your 
poverty, by offering you a very handfome 
reward for taking care of your children.— 
To thefe things give me leave to add, that, 
the difeafe being forefeen, you have it in 
your power to take proper ‘meafures to 
leflen its violence; whereas, in the natural 
way, the fymptoms of this and ‘every other 
feverith complaint being fo nearly alike, you 
are often led to purfue a. wrong ‘plan’ for 
your children’s recovery ; ‘to ir them 
warm, for inftance, to maintain them in a 
ftate of continual perfpiration, and the like; 
which infallibly brings on the. difeafe in a 
much more violent degree, and increafes the 
danger of frequent deaths, or other terrible | 
effects which muft follow this violence. 


B2 Confider, 


* How far this part of our plan can be adopted 
by others, muft be determined by the circumftances 
of time and place, fituation of poor, extent, of 
fubfcriptions, &c.—I would, however, recommend 
that care be taken to prevent perfons not really ne- 
ceflitous from receiving this extraordinary bounty, 
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Confider,. befides, the, great advantagelg 
inoculation in delivering youfrom great ali 
perpetual anxieti¢s for your children. h 

{tate, of a, parent’s: mind whofe offspring am 
in daily hazard of perifhing by a cruel difeall 
muft be one of the moft diftrefling imag 
able: the fight of a perfon afflicted withif 
the report of its being any where in th 

neighbourhood, the very found of the namg 
mutt; fll him perpetually with terror afi 
apprehenfion, .and one fhould fuppofe it 
would fly, to, the firft, fair opportunity 
removing his diftrefs.—Confider, too, th 

your children. get over the difeafe at a periat 
‘of life in which they are. not fenfible of am 
hazard, and quickly forgetful of pain 4 
uneafinefs; _and-afterwards, when they at 
grown up into, life, are free from all co 

cern or diftrefs. about it. I remember an 
excellent and much refpeéted friend *, whl 
was long avery honourable member of thig 
fociety, who to the age of feventy could 
never fhake off his fear of this difeafe, but 
fhuddered at the fight of an infeéted perfon 
as the moft formidable object he could be- 


hold: 


* The late Mr William Scott. 
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hold: but all this terror your children will be 
free from, they will beable to pafs through 
whole hofpitals of infe€ted patients without 
the flighteft apprehenfion of danger, ' and 
will often return theit beft thanks to their 
parents for having faved them the uneafinefs 
which they fee others exprefs. 


ss But what, then,” you will be ready to 
fay, “ can you, Sir, who profefs to teach 
‘¢ fubmiffion to God’s will, exhort us to pre- 
© {yume fo far as to take his difpofals out of 
“his hands, and‘choofe our own time of 
“ ficknefs and difeafe ? Can you, whofe bu- 
“ nefs it is to prove that all things are fixed 
“ and determined, perfuade us that we may 
“change the decrees of the Almighty?”-— 
Now as for what God has fixed and deter- 
mined, I do not’ prefume to declare any | 
thing; in this refpect, I fear, we are far 
more peremptory and particular than becomes 
us; but this\I think is very certain, that he 
has ordered all things’ witha ereference to 
fecond caufes, or to that courfe of nature 
which he has been pleafed to appoint. As 
with regard to a future ftate he has fet good 
and evil, life and death, before us, to choofe 
for ourfelves as rational creatures,’ fo with 


B3 refpect 

































( 2 ) 

refpe& to the things of this world, out 
fubfiftence,-our health, and our life, he ha 

manifeftly permitted us to fee the confequen 

ces of. two different. ways or methods of 
acting, and to make our reafonable choice 
accordingly. If. we choofe right, we find 
the advantage of it; if we choofe wrong, 
we are, fo far, ‘fufferers.—Nay, he has] 
purpofely made us.fubje€t to fuffer many] 
dangers and inconveniences, in order that 
we.might be put upon exercifing our faculties) 
to avoid them. He has made us fubject, for) 
inftance, to die by hunger, but he has made 
us capable of avoiding this calamity, if we 
pleafe, by diligence; lie has left us to perifh 
by the feverities of winter, if we take no 
pains to guard againft it, by making clothes 
and building houfes; in like manner he has 
made us liable to a variety of difeafes, and 
the Small Pox among the reft, but he has 
enabled us to prevent fome, and to cure 
others, by,a variety, of precautions and ree 
inedies, andy, among the reft, by inoculation, 


When, therefore, you afk me ‘* what 

** right have we to take,God’s work out of his. 
&% hands, and not to wait his time for bring- 
ing dt upon our children,” J anfwer, why 
do 
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do you not carry your queftion forwardsy 
and afk * how dare I take phyfic when f 
“am fick, fince I know not but my ficknefs 
* may be the meflenger of death; or if not, 
“am fenfible that God needs not my aflift- 
“ance towards my recovery —lf a houfe 
«be falling in the ftreet, what*occafion have 
«I to get out of the way, fince, if God 
« does not intend that I fhould be killed, it 
«© is impoflible for ftones or timber to hurt 
«*me?—Or why fhould I eat my victuals, 
*¢ or put on my clothes, fince, if it be de- 
creed that I muft die, my eating or cover~ 
ing myfelf will not keep me alive ?—Nay, 
«‘what right have I to work for food or 
“6 cloathing? is it not impious to prefume 
that L can procure them by my own pains 
and labour?”?—Is not fuch a ftring of 
abfurd queftions (all neceflarily following 
from yours) fufficient toteach you, my good 
friends, that it is God’s time for any 
thing, when he enables you to perform it to 
advantage? You eat your food and) wear your 
clothing by God’s permiflion, and with his 
high approbation too, when it is the fruit of 
your own honett induftry: Why then fhould 
he not approve of your bringing a difeafe 


upon your children when he furnifhes oa 
, with 
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with anopportunity of doing it to the beft 
_ advantage, and with an almoft abfolute 
affurance of fafety? Or why fhould this be 
the Devil’s time, as fome wild objeCtors have 
impioufly faid; and that alone be God’s, 
which gives your children fcarce a chance of 
efcaping.. Does he who fent his Son to fave 
and not to deffroy, and who direéts us to 
judge of every tree by its fruits, adopt the moft 
deftru€tive method of dealing with his of= 
{pring ? Or is that evil principle, which the 
{cripture tells us is a murderer from the be- 
ginning, fo altered in its nature in thefe latter 


days, as to have become beneficent and kind 
to men? 


7 


I therefore think it clear, that you would 


charge me very unjuftly with a want of fub- 
miflion to the Divine Providence, for only 
advifing: you to make ufe of-means, which it 
has appointed for leflening a neceffary evil. 
I call it neceffary, becaufe in a large, town 
like this, the’ Small Pox are conftanély pre- 
valentin fome quarter or other, fo that you 
can never be’ certain that your children will 
efcape them; nay, rather you may be morally 
certain that they will not; and, I think, I 
amy warranted to call inoculation a means 

: appointed 
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appointed by God, fince the fuccefs of every 
part. of, it depends upon: his: ¢o-operation. 
As the hufbandraan that. fows his-feed has 
no power of making it: fpring, but muft 
wait for the rain and warmth of heaven to 
raife up the fruit of his labours; fo here -we 
mutt look for God’s influence and bleffing, 
without which, the incifion and-the matter 
which we apply will fignify nothing. Surely 
then, we may conclude, that, if done with a 
proper fenfe of fubmiffion to God, and with 
an humble’hope, that he. will accompany it 
with his favour'and blefling, fo excellent an 
-expedient for fecuring the lives,:the health, 
and the comelinefs of our children, is as 
much an .act ‘of duty to them, as it is to 
reftrain them when in danger of doing wrong, 
or to punifh them, when they have done it; 
rather than by leaving them entirely to nature, 
to run the hazard of their contracting a de- 
formity, or fuffering a total deftruction of 
their moral principles. 


Ican, therefore, fee very little. indeed in 
this very common objection againft inocula- 
tion; and to thofe who would «thew the 
oppofition between Divine Refignation, and 


this falutary practice, either by fuch falla- 
{ cious 
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cious reafoning, or by wildly quoting the 
{criptures) in their favour; as one man in 
particular has done, faying, He that loveth } 
his fon or daughter more than ine, is not worthy | 
of mez Iwould*reply, in the’ words’ of the 

fame divine: perfon, I alfo will afe you one 

queftion,| Is it lawful to do good or to do evil, 
to fave life'or to defiroy ? 


“ But ftill,” you will fay, “© we can by 
no means reconcile ourfelves to the idea 
. * of bringing a diftemper upon our children."} 
“And, to be fure, no man in his fenfes would 
make his child fick, for the fake of ficknefs; 
but to make him fick in fuch a way, as may 
probably be of fervice ito his health, is not 
‘only lawful and right, but what we do, 
_ what we cannot avoid doing, every day, 
When I give him a dofe of phyfic, or apply 
2 blifter, when I bleed him, or draw his 
teeth, I certainly bring on a diftemper, and] 
give him great pain for the time.” Now if} 
I may lawfully do this, by giving him fome- 
. thing in at his mouth, ‘or laying fomething 
en his back; why may I not make the fame 
ufe of his arm or leg; or why not by putting 
fomething into his arm, as well as by taking 
fomething out? Or if J may lawfully make 
him 


«é 
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him fick for one day, why not for two days, 

a week, or. more,.as!the cafe may require? 
_ And that'this is, a cafe which requires it is 
plain, becaufe;there isa perpetual danger of 

infection in the natural way, from-which, 
| though God can preferve. your children 
} if he will,\ yet I, know ,of no warrant you 
| can have to/aflure you that he will...:I theres 
' fore cannot.but think, | that. he who,’ being 
| equally Hable to the Small Pox with. others, 
| is continually in. the way of them, without 

taking any meafures for his fafety; however, 
_fome may call this, faith or fubmiffion, or 

any fine name they pleafe, is chargeable, in 

fact, with high prefumption, 


An elegant and amiable writer*, has given 
| us the following fimilitude: The Small Pox, 
fays he, is a river, acrofs* which mankind 
mut pafs; inoculation islike-a, boat, which. 
“may be ufed as a means of pafling over it in 
’ fafety ; but they who fuffer their children 
'to become the victims of the natural Small 
Pox, are like thofe, who, neglecting the. fafe 
/ conveyance, of the boat, plunge into the 
“water, and ftruggle with the danger of -the 
ftream. 
Or 


* M. de la Condamine. 
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Or fappofe; we take a fimilitude from an © 
oppofite element: If I have-not had the Small 
Pox, there is fome quality in my body, call 1 
it what’ you’ will,’ that’ difpofés me to take 
the-difeafe’; fomée ftel, fuppofe, that wants 
nothing but a fpark to fet it in a flame. © 
The air’ I breathe? is full of thefe fparks, if 
Totake them in* by my bréath,' the fire-will © 
burn vehemently, and confume, perhaps, the © 
whole body; but if I make’an incifion.in my ~ 
arm, the fuel burns away with a gentle” 
warmth, without any, or with avery trifling - 
hazard. Why, “then, muft I wantonly ex- 
BE pofe myfelf to°danger? Surely, the law of 
felf-prefervation, which is the law of God, © 
requires me to purfue the fafeft method. 

















« But can we -be certain,” perhaps fome | 
of you may fav, '“ that our children will evén 
* thus be fecure from danger?” 







Why, this would be a ftrange queftion 
indeed, when you know very, well, that the | 
healthieft perfon prefent is not abfolutely 
certain of living till the conclufion of this 
} fervice: Why, then, fhould certainty be 
expected in this cafe? IL once knew a perfon 
who died by a vomit, and feveral perfons ] 

, have 
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1 have bled to death after a vein has been 
opened, or a tooth drawn ; but would any 
one for that.reafon refufe an emetic, or fub- 
mit. to the torments of a tooth ach. It’is 
furely fufficient if the chances be very. much 
in favour of this practice; and that, this is 
the cafe, the report. which I have. juft, read 

‘you of the fuccefs ofthe laft general “inocu- 
lation is.a,ftriking proof. . I believe it is 
ufually reckoned, that, one’ in fix dies by 
the natural Small Pox, and one in five 
hundred by inoculation ; that ‘is,.‘that a 
perfon who | is inoculated has‘ nearly a 
hundred times the chance of one that takes 
them the natural way. A much efs dif- 
proportion would, in my opinion, be fully 
fuflicient to juftify the practice. 


“But how,” you will probably each of 
you object, ** if my child fhould ‘be that one 
“in five hundred ? How thall I anfwer it to 
“myfelf, that I brought this difeafe upon 
“him; and what will you fay for having per- 
“fyaded me to it?” 


With refpe& to this obje€tion, as far as it 
telates to me, I confefs, that at firft it had 


determined me to to fay nothing to you about 
G inocu=- 
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q have bled to death after a vein has been 
opened, or a tooth drawn ; but would any 
one for that reafon refufe an emetic, or fub- 
mit.to the torments of a tooth ach. It’is 
furely fufficient if the chances be very much 
in favour of this practice; and that, this is 
the cafe, the report which I have. juft, read 

“you of the fuccefs ofthe laft general inocu- 
Jation isa ftriking proof. , I believe it is 
ufually reckoned, that, one’ infix dies by 
the natural Smaljl Pox, and one in five 
hundred by inoculation 5 that ‘is, that a 
serfon who is inoculated has‘ nearly a 
hundred times the chance of one that takes 
them the natural way. A much Jefs dif- 
proportion would, in my opinion, be fully 
fuflicient to juftify the practice. 


“But how,” you will probably each of 
you object, ** if my child fhould ‘be that one 
“in five hundred ? How {hall I anfwer it to 
“myfelf, that I brought this diféafe upon 
“him; and what will you fay for having per- 
“ fuaded me to it?” 
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telates to me, I confefs, that at firft it had 
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*noculation; but when I came to confider, 
whether I would rather choofe to have it five 
hundred to one that this fhould be the cafe, 
‘or fix to one, that when I came to enquire 
into the ftate of your families at Chriftmas, 
I fhould find that you had each of you loft 
children: by the natural Small Pox, I did not 
hefitate to alter my refolution; for my face 
would, indeed, have, been covered with 
fhame, if I had then prefumed to aik, 
«© Why did you not inoculate,” and had 
received this reproachful, but deferved reply, 
“¢ Becaufe we thought it was wrong, and 
“you took no pains to convince us that jt 
6 was right.” 


With refpeét to the objeftion as it cone 
cerns you, Iwill fubmit-to you the anfwer, 
which as..a parent I have made to it myfelf, 
viz. that though I fhould doubtlefs be much 
affected by the lofs of a child by the Small 
Pox,. aswell as by, any other diforder; yet 
as I fhould be confcious to myfelf, that] 
had adopted the moft likely means of faving 
its life, from a difeafe of uncommon danget, 


I fhould.endeavour to fatisfy myfelf with] 


having thus difcharged my duty, and humbly 
refign 
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reign my child to God the great. beftower 
of it. 


But confider, on the other hand, my wor- 
thy friends, the cafe of thofe poor children, 
whom you fhall negleé to inoculate; and 
refle& upon the.fenfations which you muft 
feel, if, flighting the prefent opportunity, 
you fhould quickly behold their deformed 
and lifelefs bodies, the victims of this cruel 
difeate, and with,; too late,. that you had 
availed yourfelves .of the advantages which 
are here fo nobly offered to your acceptance. _ 


I cannot entirely difmifs this fubject, with- 
out a refle€tion or two, ’for the ufe of my 
more opulent hearers; I need not, Tam 
fure, offer any thirig to-them in defence of 
a practice, which they have juftified by their 
example; but F would intreat them to con- 
fider, that policy, as well as humanity, 
ftrongly urges the propriety of ' extending 
thofe benefits, which they have themfelves 
experienced, from it to the children of the 
poor in general., From the annual return 
of burials in. this town for the! laft-year, it 
appears highly probable,’ that at leaft two 
hundred lives will be‘ faved’to the commu-’ 

C3 ny 
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nity by the two general inoculations, which 
the Faculty have this year engaged to per-. 
form. Extend this calculation through the | 
kingdom, ‘and what a wonderful fupply is” 
obtained of fkilful artifts, induftrious tradef- 
men, intrepid failors, and laborious hufband- © 
’men.—But there isa great private as well as 
| public benefit arifing from thefe inftitutions, 
in the gfeat fecurity from dangerous infec- 
‘tion, which they muft, in the end, produce. 
; Suppofe this method ‘of inoculation to con- 
| tinue regularly for the next ten years, and 
we may be fairly warranted, I think, in 
concluding, that no one will remain who 
has not got favourably through the difeafe; 
fo that, there will afterwards be none to take 
the infetion, but thofe who are born be- 
tween the. two different feafons for inocula- | 
. tion. If then this {mall number continue to 
if be regularly inoculated twice every year, the 
i} difeafe, with refpe€t to its confequences, 
) will be exterminated; and we fhail never 
again be. alarmed with perpetual rumours of 
i its approach, nor ever more hear of fuch 
dreadful mortality as it has formerly occa- 
fioned.—On thefe two accounts, abftracted 
from the humanity which might prompt you 
to contribute towards the execution of a plan 
: fo 
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fowell intended, and fo wifely contrived, 
Ithink you will be ready to acknowledge, 
that it is the duty of every one whofe fortune 
will permit, as a fubject, as a. citizen, and 
% a, parent, to promote a practice, -which 
tends fo materially to public good, popula- 
Jtion, and fecurity. 
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@ PRAYER which may be ufed while 
Children are under INOCULATION. 


GOD, who fetteft the: folitary in 

» families, and buildeft up the families | 

of thy fervants, we defire, at all times, to 
be very thankful, for the advantages which 
arife from our domeftic conneétions with 
each other; and more efpecially, at prefent, | 
for the comforts which we enjoy as parents, 
and for the benefits which we are encouraged 
to hope for hereafter, from the dutiful atten- 
tion and fupport of our children. We look 
forward with anxiety to the approach of 
thofe diftempers, which, in the courfe of thy 
providence, thou permitteft to befal them; 
and, while our fears are raifed by the ap- 
prehenfion of their effeéts, we humbly truft, 
that thou wilt not be difpleafed, if we avail 
ourfelves of the means, which thy wifdom 
hath appointed for leffening the danger; but 
that thou; who art pleafed with our honeft 
‘endeavours to feed and clothe and teach our 
offspring, wilt alfo gracioufly accept and 
fucceed every well meant attempt, to fecure 
their lives and health, With humble fub- 
million, we therefore, approach thy throne, 
- befeeching 
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hefeeching thee to blefs us in our prefent un-. 
detaking, and to make it effectual to the 
hfety of our (child) children, and our own 
future comfort and fatisfa€tion. Do thou, 
in whofe hand are the iffues from death, pro- 
tect (him ) them during the progrefs of the 
difeafe, and bring (4m ) them fafely out of it 
that both we and they may rejoice in thy 
mercy, and devote to thy fervice thofe lives 
which thou makeft thy care. 


! We commit ourfelves,.in all things, to 
thy care and keeping; we efteem ourfelves 
fafe under thy protection, and happy in thy 
favour and friendfhip; and to thee, merciful 
father, we afcribe, through Jefus Chrift, 
tvetlafting praifes. Amen. 3 
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